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Artists of the Metropel-
itan Opera ®eason.

An unimportant controversy existed with respect
to the success of Mincinelll as 4 director of the
Wagner oporas. Competent eritics declared, how-
ever, that there was no evidence of the Itallan's
Inability to understand German music,

The opera season opened with the unfortunate
re-entree of Colonel Mapleson with an organiza-
tion which had several points of merit, hut not

= enough of them to bear out the prediction of his

- friends that he would restore the Academy of
. Musie {o its former prestige as the home of grand
. Opera.  During four weeks of the season which

‘began hopefully with a really fine presentation of
. “Ajda.’” half a dozen pepular Italian operas were
given to continually diminishing audiences, The
‘veteran impressario was unabie o hold his or-
ganization together. The debut of his prima
donna; Mmie. Harlclee Darclee, which had been
heralded with mueh enthusiasm, was postponed
until the publie lost Its Interest In that lady. Fi-
nally when Mme. Darclee made her appearance in

“La Traviata,” she did not get the credit she de-

served for some of the best acting ever seen here
in that role. The other principal artists of the
Mapleson organization were De Anna, De Marchi,
Durot—a tenor who made a fine Impression—
Susane Strong, Scalehl, Parsi and Mme. Bona-

" plata Bau. The company did not survive more
than three of four engagements after leaving
New-York.

The season furnished only three important nov-
eliies in the coneert feld. They were the planists,
Moritz Tosenthal anpd Teresa Carrenc—the latter
of whom returned after a metamorphosing ab-
ginece of elght vears—and the infant prodigy wio-
finist, Bronislaw_Huberman.

Rosenthal, as expertly heralded as was Pade-
rewski upon upon the oecasion' of his first vislt,
failed to attach to himself a Jarge popular fal-
lowing. The critica declared with one voice that
his technique surpasced that of any of his con-
temporaries, which means that no plapist that
ever: lved equdﬂc‘d Flogenthal with respact to the
mechanies of difs art. He had the adyantage of
appearing agdinst the background of Damrosch’s
Symphony Orchestra upef the occasion when he
especially distipguished himself, his programme
being the lollowing:
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